


{698 


d King. 
Gamble 
him pos- 
rad wel! 
otorious 
St, this 
ice and 
through 
devoted 
ronment, 
| Digni- 
land, a 
parone?. 
le, aud, 
rS. 
re par- 
for any 
Is Ouglit 
world: 
all read 
to. be 
in, with 
profess 
stained, 
, is not 
at ever 
| yet, I 
proach 
t want- 
vin our 
ing and 
under 
uuished 
ring to 
ion and 


ETT. 





» at the 
to have 
m lines 












Soe os Rede. 


Vol. 33, No. a3. =—Prive’ Tivo fenbe. . 




















comkeeTs ‘WEEKLY POLITICAL REGISTER: 
—S a er ee oe — Sn EE en 
6994 “LONDON, SATURDAY, JUNE 20, ABI. 700 
wo! ae es cA els Lat 3409 oui io 








LETTER Tif. 


Te Messrs’ Bensow, ‘Evans Senr. 


Evans Junr:  Jonw Ropers, 
Jown © Smurru; >oFrancis. Warp, 
JQuN: - Jonson, .Jouny ;» Kaien, 


.SaMUEL Brown, Joun BaGueLry, 

AND. TUE- REST OF!;THOSE, .WHO 
HAVE, AGLED:)..THE )SAME, NOBLE 
> BART. ; 





North Hampstead, Long Island, -, 
Oth April, 1818, 


TRYMEN, 


olno my. two former Letters, 


adtiréssed ito you, | have;caught.at 
objects as they, arope before me, 
rather) than:aimed, at any thing 
likensa regular. train of; arguing. 
It :is amy, {intention to, submit, to 
you,» as fully,as my time will per-' 
mits anid «fis. clearly. .as: my head 
will) ‘enable. me, : the thoughts 
which, I! entertain..on the .sub- 
ject. ofthat important, Right, the 
Right. of Resisting, Oppression, 
andyalso upon the, means of Re- 
sistance; lawful and. proper to be 
used yby, those who are oppressed, 
And, ;in, addition, 1, shall, before 
I -have concluded. my « correspon: 
dence, or, rather, series, lay, be- 
foe you: amyideas, respecting what) 
ought. to\\be donc, when the day of 
freedom and. justice, shall, arrive. 
o— BS, “~ pisictiie ig, am 
norts3s_: RE EPA 
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resolved to enter on it; for, I -haye" 


no notion of putting off the matter 
‘till all ig ruined by confusion: You 
recollect how, the infamons petty 
tyrants, the Noblesse of France 
acted. The, moment they found, 
that they could no longer keep the 
people in the state, of cattle, they, 
resolved, to, tear-.the , , country to 
pieces; and, there is now no.doubt 
in the mind of any. well-informed 
man, that it was they, aided by 
Englishgold, the fruit of the peo- 
ple’s labeamn who set to work 
RopBesPieRRE and most. of the 
rest of the savages who, disgraeed 
the French Revolution. - My wish 
is, and I know it Js yours, that. we 
may obtain our just rights, without 
any other change, But, as J, for 
one, am, resolved to have Uhose 
rights, or. ta, die. during my 


| efforts to obtain them, I, think 


it prudent to. be prepared, for 
all contingencies ;, and,.as- I. have 
thought;,a great’ deal: upon, the 
subject, of the means of. prevent, 
ing, any villains from. playing the 
part.io Fieland, which- the No- 
blesse. ‘played iy 1. France,, I will 
frankly , and, cpbeatiaedly, put 
those thoughts upon paper, Some 
people, will call, thisya, very stm 
prudent, step; but, there may, be 
cages, when, to. be. frank,  ds..the 
height of Rendeher ; bi yn Is, 
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in my opinion, one of those cases. 
I know well, that nothing great. 
and good can be accomplished 
without open and fair dealing; 
and, as we mean nothing cov ert 
or foul, why should we not un- 
disguisedly say what it is that we 
do mean? 

Such, then, is to be the nature 
of this series of Letters; though | 
I shall, 1 dare say, step aside, now- 
and-then, to notice other topics ; 
because matters will press upon’ 
usin a way that will demand our} 
attention. On the subjects more’ 
immediately connected with the 
‘Corruptions and follies of the pre- 
sent Electors and Elected, I intend’ 
to address myself to the Freemen 
of Coventry ; and I beg leave to 
call your attention to the Letters 
addressed to that part of our coun- 
trymen. You will also see some 
PETITIONS, sent by me to be 
presented to the Prifice and to the 
House of Commons. ‘The sub- 
jects of these are of great import- 
ante in ‘their’ nature ; and they 
have been treatéd’ of by me in a 
manner as able as my abilities will 
perinit. your ‘attention to 
a these btm San In’ the fitst; 
which was addressed ‘to his Royal 
Highness, the Regent, you will 
see how flagraiitly the honour, the 
permanent. interest and glory, ‘of 
our country, and ‘the ‘interest of 


"4 


freedom and humanity, are all Sa- | 


crificed to'the selfish views of the. 
Borougtimongers. ‘For’ national, 
hononr ‘and glory | are not, ‘when 
eal, Vain and empty! soutiile 
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by all wise nations, and by no na- 


tion more than by the English. 
They are vain and empty outids, 


end, indeed, something a great 
deal worse, when they are, for the 
base purposes of delusion, em- 
ployed by such people as our Bo- 
roughmongers, to gloss over the 
atrocity of taxing one nation to 
death in order to crush freedom in 
another nation. There was.no 
glory in overwhélming Napo- 
Leon and the French by the 
means of bribery within end sub- 
| sidies without. But, it would be 


real glory for England to stretch 


forth her arm and unchain twenty 
millions of men, and thereby pro- 
mote human happiness and give 
dignity to the now-debased human 
mind in a, tonsiderable portion of 
the inhabited Globe. The Peti- 
lion,,to the House of Commons, 
on the subject of reducing the in- 
terest of the Debt, the amount of 
salaries, and the like, places that 
‘matter in a clear light, Lhope. I 
know, that something, in the way 
of reducing the interest will take 
place, even under the Borough 
}fdongers; and,’ there they have 
my Petition to swalHow, with'what 
appetite they may. The Petition, 
to which are subjoitied the Depo- 
sitions of Messrs. Penprint and 
Stevens is, however, of far greater 
importance ; and will,’ I am/sure, 
.be deemed worthy of your best 
attention: It! dévelopes “all “the 
atrocities ‘of the Derby’ affair, 
about which Pshall preg a word 
or two more to’ say in ‘this present 





They have always been cherished 


Leiter. Lastly, the Petition on 
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the Right of Resistance will,'I am 
satisfied, meet with your cordial 
thanks. I anticipate those thanks, 
and they are all the reward that I 
seek, or shall ever seek. How 
the Boroughmongers would blush, 
if they were liable to the vulgar 
habit of blushing at being made 
to appear odious! But this ap- 
pears to be a weakness left, now- 
a-days,’ solely to the ‘* Lower 
Orders.’ Cheer up, my friends ! 
we shall, before we have done, 
bring these enemies of our King 
and country to something more 
tangible than blushing. 

Having now settled on ‘the ge- 
neral outline of the subjects of 
this series of Letters, I sheuld, 
at once, enter on the subject first 
mentioned ; but, there are two in- 
cidental topics, which I must no- 
tice, and to which I must confine 
myself, I believe, in this, present 
Letter: namely, the proposed 
scheme of building new-churches, 
and the operations of Justice of 
the Peace Fuetcuer, of, Bolton 
iD) Lancashire, commonly) called 
CoLons. Fuercuer. 

My friends, -this is.one of theme 


proposals, whieh captivate fools | 


andiinsult, men. of sense. - It is al- 
ledged, a3 reason for this scheme 
of expending the fruit of our la- 
boun, that the number of places 
of worship ure insufficient, fer the 
demands of an increased and in- 
creasing population. If this were 
true;, ought, not the additional 
room to be furnished out of the 
properly of the Church itselt? In 


‘whatever degree the population 
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| may have increased, the quantity 


of produce raised from ‘the earth 
must ‘have increased; and, of 
course, the amount, or quantity of 
the tythes must-have inereased. In 
particular instances ‘this may not 
have been the case; but, gene- 
rally, it myst have been the case ; 
and, therefore, out of this increase 
in the amount of 'tythes. ought to 
come the means, if wanted, to 
make an increase of room inthe 
churches. Suppose, that a parish 
had a kundred acres of culiivated 
land when it was founded and the 
church built; and, suppose, that, 
in consequence of an increase of 
population, the -parish now has 
a thousand acres of cultivated 


| Jand ; is the Parson to take 


quietly the increase of tythes, to 
devour that with his wife and fa- 
mily, and to call upon the nation 
at large to widen and lengthen 
his chrrch, in order to make room 
for his.increase of tythe payers ? 
A proposition so monstrous never 
would have been submitted to any 
body of men, who had not been 
well known to be wholly dead to 
all sense of justice towards the peo- 
ple at large. 

Besides, how does this story of 
a deficiency of churches agree with 
the well-known, the notorious, 
fact that there are a very consi- 
derable number of Parsons who 
have each of them two livings, and, 
sometimes, at twenty or thirty 
miles distance from each other. 
They hire curates, I shall be told; 
but, in numerous instances, the 


churches have noservice performed 
Font 
« 2 
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in thenr more than once a‘fort- | but, then, this, Poulter. married a 


night; and very frequently indeed } stster of the Bishop's wife. 


One 


not more than once a week, that is | son of the Bishop swallows up all 


to sat, once, when the law demands | | 
‘twice, each Sunday. There isa | 
Mr. Ganyreén; who has the living | 
of Dro.xford, and: that of Durleys| 

in Hampshire. 
old Sinecure Garnier, who has 
thousand pounds of the public | 
money for doing nothing, and 
whose grandfather was a Ginnie 
and coachman-to one of the first 
Georges. And, besides, this Par- 
son Garnier married a daughter of 
the Bishop of Winchester, who 
is uncle of the Earl of Guildford. 
Garnier, who seldom resides in 


He is the son of | | 
Southampton, 
received more than two hundred | 


| 





charitable . foundde 


the. great town’ of. Gosport, : and 
the adjoming rich parish of A/cer- 
stoke, with an enormous revenue. 
Another son ofthe Bishop swal- 
lows the great Parish of St. Mary, 
and the Parish. 
very extensive, of South Stoneham. 
This man is, besides, what is’cal- 
led the *¢ Waster’ of an ancient 
charity, called Sé. Cross, in the 
vale of Winchester. This is a 
foundation of great antiquity. 
‘There is a church and habita- 
tions for acertain number of men, 
who, according to’ the will of the 
were to be 


Hampshire at all, has curates. | 66 decayed gentlemen,” and were 


Poor things that can hardly live. 
The people of Darley, who have 
had no Parson. reside with them 


Gannier about fowr hundred 
pounds a, year for tythes, com- 
plained, that the curate came 
only once of a Sunday, and that 
he made them, have all thieir 
ehristenings, marriages and bu- 
rials of a:Sunday, so that he 
might “do all his work! under 
one,” as we-call it. But, Gan- 
NIBR, was. deaf, to their com- 
plaints; and, his expression wae, 
that, it was. ‘S very, fair duty.” 
Another of the ,Garniers swal- 
lows up the Parish of Bishoystoke 





and, I helieve, Ouslcbury. One 
Poutter, formerly a poor brief. 
less Lawyer, swallows the Pa- 





rishes of Meon sloke and Brereton; 





to live in this place and be waited 
on and ‘treated: like gentlemen, 


for all. which purposes ample 
for many years, though they. pay’ 


estates were left. It is now be- 
come a sort of: alms-housé;’ the 
number of men are kept; ‘but, 
they have only a few shillings a 
week counted out to them by an 
agent ofthe M asrrr, who pockets, 
clear and neat, abéut'/wo thousand 
pounds a year, in addition to-all 
his other enormous income from 
tythes. and glebes” and’ ‘other 
privileges! Observe, that this 
Bishop’s name. is Norrn ; he is 
a brother of the ‘famous Lord 
Nortu, who made him a Bishop; 
and these Nonrtits’ sprang up in 


‘the ‘time of the Srvarts, and 


were enriched and ennobled for 
being fellow-tabourers with Jeffe- 
ries. Dupiny Norrn was’ the. 
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Sheriff, who- packed the Juries | shepher!s, But, then, turn your 
that found Russe.t and Strpney | eyes another way, aud you will 
cuilty of High Treason! Curious: find, that the Parsons are too 
facts these; but, they are not abundant; for, during several 
more curious than true. “years, ending with 1815. a hun- 

What a shame, then, what an, ded imam pounds a year was 
impudent thing, to propose to tax | voted out of the produce of our 
our labour for the evection of new | labour, “ for the relief of the 
churches! These instances of dou- |‘ Poor Clergy of the Established 
ble livings, two parishes arid two, * Church”; than which no endrs 


churches to one parson, are only My mity-everwas greater, This was 





mere specimen of what exists all begun by that insolent and crue. 


over the whole kingdom of Eng- | tyrant, Percevan; and it was, I 
land, Ireland and Wales. These | think, kept up for about ten years 
Norths, Poulter and Garnier, | successively. So, while the chureh 
have prebends besides. . That is.to| property of the whole ‘kingdom’ 
say, incomes from the estates be- | was parcelled as | have above de- 
longing to the Dean and Chapter | scribed; for, you will observe, I 
of the Cathedral of Winchester: have ohly mentioned instances 
and, according fo law, if they eared | within thirteen miles of Botley, and 
a straw for tlie law, they have [ might have doubled and tripled’ 
duties to perform at the Cathedral. - thenumbercven-within that space ; 
So that, to adopt the language of | while (wo or lirce livings were be- 
the church, and ;of the very oaths } stowed every where on one man, 
that these men have: taken, they the Borouyhmongers ‘had the ini- 
have each of them :the: “cure,” | pudence to tax our beer, salt, can- 
that is, “the charges of souls’ in dies,’ sugar, tea, soup,slives, and 
two distait parishes, and im the ‘every thing else, tooget maney to 
Cuthedral, at one and the came | ifeed those of the Clergy who had 
time! And «yet, (it seems, we ane \no licvings! “Aud, when they shal 
to be taxed to build: more plaees) | have voted:for new Places of Hore 
for them. to'do dutyin.» « , ships myoword fur it they will vote 
Oue would, unmdér such citéum?: |forssmoncyito pay new Parsons, 
stances; naturally suppose, that it And thustowill theyocreate a -new 
was. a want of Parsons wliich re:); set of déeenients,! evenimore dé- 
quired being provided for ; a. witut!| votod tothe than’ the agi 
ot shepherds, seeing that, in so Parsons are! i$ piov vend 
many instances, two flocks, of}}) oon andthlr-view: > how jinpudenty 
turee flocksjare consigned to one | | how insalent, was it to vote away 
rhopherd ;: and not places for feed- a million of our nioney ito relieve 
ing the. flocks, seemg that those. ' Poor Glerg y, while they weve tulk- 
places that there already ure, dre, ing of the evils of labourers and 
so séldom visited by the present | journeymen marrying and having 
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children! ‘They. were actually 
beginning to digest a scheme for 
preventing us from marrying and 
breeding, while they were taking 


from us the means of supporting | 


our children out of our labour, 
and givieg those means to “ Poor 
“ Clergy”, that they nicht pro- 
pagate a set of idlers and de- 
pendents! ‘The fol/y of. this was 
equal to the insolence or it; for 
what would you think of a farmer, 
who should say, ‘* take the flour 
‘* and the meal and take the corn 


‘6 and the oulk’ for the support ef’ 


“* my dogs: never mind the horses 
** and cattle and sheep: I don't 
‘* want them to be strong and to 
* breed: | only wantthem to work 
“and to give me and my dogs 
** plenty of food’? 

But, tle truth-is, that, as I 
stated in my “* Pep intothe Den,” 
published last summer, this Az- 
dred thousand pounds a-ycar wa a 
sui voted ito the pockets of the 
Boroughmongers themselves, to be 
by them, or under their direction, 
given to their own poor depend- 
ents and, relations, hundreds anc 
thou-ands of whom become Cler- 


gymen in order to be provided. 


with food and raiment cilhoul 
work. Why did they not, if they 
had been animated with a love for 
the church or for religion, when 


they voted away this million of 


our moury, take care that no one 
man should have two or three 
livings for the future, at any rate? 
Their power extends, it seems, to 
the shutting of innocent men up 
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‘in dungeons: to the: suspension 
| of all the laws which defend our 
| very lives; but, they wanted power 
| to make a just distribution of the 
property of the chureh, though 
‘they now cant about the lament- 
able injury to morals and religion 
| fron a want of a sufficiency of 
‘places of worship!" They will 
| find, I hope, one of these days, 
| that there is such a ‘hing as a 
power to make a just distribution 
of this insmense property! The 
|chaurch property was sacred, and 
"were not our personal liberty and 
‘our lives rather sacred things? 
| They were afraid of touching an- 
| ciently establi-hed laws; and were 
not our libertiesand l'ves protected 
by ancient laws? Were not those 
laws a pretty deal more ancient 
than any right which the church 
has to thrus. forward ? 

But, what a figure, upon this 
eceasion, do the Reverend the 
Parsons themse.ves cut? How 
must they enigger in their sleeves 
at a complaint of want of room tor 
| their flocks to come and listen to 
their voices, when it is so notori- 
ons, that the churches they «iready 
have, are generally empty. while 
the Meeting Houses of all serts 
and sizes are cramined to suffoca- 
tion! [ have many times been at 
‘Botley Church, when the congre- 
gation, being of @ parish of six 
thousand souls, consisted of » the 
Parson, the Clerk, a couple of old 

sen and myself; and [ never saw 
he conyreyation exceed a hundred 
and twenty in number; while: the 
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Methodist Mectinge House was*full 


as it could hold. Where, then, is | 
it, that the Boroughmongers have | 


found « want of room ? They want 


a job: that is what they want: and} 
they want, besides, to cajole the | 


people intoa belief, that they have 


wondrous anxiety about their mo- | 
If they will but | 


rals and religion. 
restore to us our rights and let us 
keep our earnings, they may, I am 
confident, trust to our morals and 
religion without troubling their 
kind and benevolent hearts with 
the care of providing new churches 
to teach us in. 

However, we have not nearly 
done yet, with the facts, that dis- 
eover the hypocrisy of this propo- 
sition. The Clergy want more 
places to preach in. They cannot 
find room for their crowding, au- 
diences. Very well! now, mind: 





And, here, let me beseeeh your 
attention to a piece of iniquity 
such as even the observers of the 
Boroughmongers have harily ever 
witnessed. In the reign of king 
Henry the Eighth, when the Re- 
‘formation was begun; that is to 
say, when Popery was ousted, 
and when the foundation of the 
Church of England was \aici, an 
pact of parliament was passed to 
compel Parsons to reside zrpon their 
licings: ‘The act provided fog 
other things, of which I shal| speak 
in my Plough- Boy's, History of the 
Church ; but, it provided for this; 
and, in ease of a Parson neglect- 
ing his duty in this respect, he 
was liable to a forfeiture, part of 
which went to the informer. This 
act was the basis, the very corner 
stone, of the Established Church ; 








} for, you will bear in mind, that it 


afew years ago, an Act was passed is called, ‘* the Church of Eng- 
about the residente of these ‘same |“ land as by law established.” The 


gentlemen ; and, in consequence 
of this act a return, or account, 
was made to the Houses! of Par- 
liament; and, according’ to this 
return, MORE THAN ONE 
THIRD of the whole of them 
were constantly RESIDING 
AWAY FROM THEIR PA- 
RISHES! It is notorious, that 
many of those who do reside ; that 
is to say, who keep house, in their 
parishes, are seldom ever there on 
the spot; but, here were niore 
than a third of them who never 
went to their parishes ata! And, 
yet, these are the pastors, who 
cannot find room for theif eager 
flocks ! 





| other than. this. 


upholders of the Church are well 
aware, that # has no foundation 
Well! This act 
was in force in 1800; and then a 
gentleman (I have forgot his name 
now) laid numerous informations 
against members of that reverend 
body, who, when they took Or- 
ders, had all solemnly declared, 
that they felt themselyes called by 
the Holy Ghost, to take on them 
the ‘ care of souls,” and who had, 
at the same time, and in the same 
solemn manner, declared and pro- 
mised, that they would diligently 
perform their duty in this greatest 


of all human concerns ; but, many, 





very many of whom, the said gea- 
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tleman discovered te’ have been , ing to justify, this, let him stand 
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» wholly absent from their thirsting 


and hungering ‘flocks, for years 
and years! 

“ Well,” you will say, “ but 
“they were punished, at last, at 


forth in his proper person, or 
under hisown name! Here was 
an ex post facto law ; here was an 
open, a barefaced, arrest of law 





‘and justice ; here was, not only 


‘< any rate? ‘They found, as Law-| enpunity to the flagrantly and 
isis “ yer Cross said, that the laws, Wickedly and basely guilty, but 
a nis “the sacred laws, were too strong | punishment to the innocent and me- 
l “ for them in the end ?” | ritorious ; here was every. thing 
3 No: they were not. For the | that can be imagined of diabolical 
} HE ‘informer having, agreeably to the | in the use of power ; and that, {00, 

“act, sued for the forfeitures, in | for the purpose of screening and 

the Court of King’s Bench (mind , protecting and upholding .men in 

the place), the Judges, Kenyon | their neglect of the performanee, , 

and’ his associates, first looked | in their long-continued contempt 
blani: ; then opposed him by de- of the performance, of those very 
a lays, “till the Parliament, Loxp functions, which the screenersand 
Mitton’s preciovs Parliament ; ; protectors and upholders now. re- 
Perny’s “ collective wisdom of the | present, to be the chief sources of 
“ nation?’ Stewart’s and Sov- | national morals, religion; happi- 

















.? 


THEY!s “* wisdom of ages ;” till 
this famous body met. And then 


‘a Bill was passed to put a stop to 


the gentleman's suits in the Court 
of King’s Bench. There he was, 
with all his exp@nces upon his 
head,‘ for'a' year. The'next year 


~ the ‘collective wisdom,”’ destroyed 
“his suits altogether; and the Re- 


verend Gentlemen laughed at the 


‘Informer, and sang ‘forth ‘the 
“praises of our “ glorious Censtitu- 
‘tion in’ Church and State,”’ which. 


| ness, tranquillity and prosperity ! 

Bridle your fury, my, friends: 
for, if you cannot find patience to 
‘read, how am I to find patience 
to write, about these unjust, these 
“insolent, these corrupt and) pro- 
| fligate doings? . We. must. bridle 
our passions... If our blood does 
boil, we must give‘it time to cool. 
We cannot cut the knot : we must, 
therefore, take time to. untie it. 
Take my word for it, that a day 
of justice will come; and’ that it 








insured us 80 ““many blessings,” | will not be retarded by our -pro- 






' as the ‘Speech says, and which, | ceeding coolly and. waiting pati- 
' among’ other things, canght flies | ently. 
e ~ safely enough, while it let the; [If aninformation be laid against 





“Wasps and hornets and locusts | stage-coach. people; ‘against, per- 
’ “aseape ! | sons ' keeping disorderly. jhouses 

; "s : Now, ‘if there be any man, or | (except the: big gaming Houses); 
“any'monster in’ ‘the "form of man, | against any Mah or woman, who 
“capable OF justifing, or attempt- ' has not complied with any of the 
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hundreds of the revenue laws ; does 
any of the parties so informed 
against, get Bills to arrest the 
proceedings against them? , Gra- 
cious God! How many hundreds 
are, at this moment pining, rot- 
ting, in jail, for want of the means 
of satisfying their forfeitures on 
these accounts? Do any of them 


ever experience one grain of mer- | 
cy? Oh, no! They, though they | 


may not have known of the ex- 
istence of the law, under which 
they have been condemned to suf- 
fer, are to suffer, “ because the 
‘* Jaw. supposes. every man to be 
** present in parliament, and to give 
** his assent, either by himself, or 
‘t his representative, to all the 
‘‘Jaws that are passed”! There- 
fore, no man is to plead tgnor- 
ance of the law. This is what we 


are told;, but PARSONS, they | 


were to plead ignorance of the law, | 


or any thing else; and_ they 
were toescape, while their pro- 
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| causes, brought back to the master- 
_ mischief, the want, the total want, 
| of a representation of the people 
/in parliament. Ef there had been 
‘such a representation, this out- 
| rageousact of injustice never could 
“have taken place. . If the Judges 
| had known, that there had been a 
| parliament, a real English partia- 
-ment, to call them to account, 
they would, to be sure, have suf- 
fered the law to take its course: 
and the Parsons would, in future 

have obeyed the Jaw, and attended 
‘to their known and sworn duty. 
| But, indeed, if there had been 
| such a parliament, these reverend 
| persons never would have neg- 

lected their duty. They knew 
‘thee law well enough; but, they 
‘also knew, that it never could. he 
enforced against them, seeing, 
that, as the Loroughmongers were 
the givers of church livings and 
_ benefices, to compel men to per- 
form duty in consequence of tlie 


secutor, or, rather, the man, who | wilt, would be to lesser the ealue of 
complained»in the King’s name }the gift itself; and; of course, 
and in behalf of the people, the {to deduct so much from the 
man who complained of an out-}amount of public property of 
rageous breach of the Jaws, was |awhich the Boroughmongers had 


to be punished! And yet, ‘in the 
face of thousands of: deeds, of 
which this is only a specimen, we 
are reproached with ‘a: want of 
respcet for’ ** the saered temple: of 
“thelaws; for the scat of justice ; 


.*¢ for the’ tuord Chief Justice of 


ss England; and for: the collective 
‘+ pisdom of the nation”! > 
In ‘this ‘scandalous abuse ‘of 


- pow er, as inevery other, we are, 


if we take-a’ moment to reflect on 


ithe bestowing. The good livings 
are all in the gilt of these 
our, ruicrs, and, are, of» course, 
possessed by their relations and 
denendents. See’ a mau, with .a 
xoog living, and; you trace. him 
back to a Boroughwonger: in a 
minute, ‘Phere was a Parson in 
Surrey, who was himse/f a So- 
roughmongor in 1802. He owaied 
the Borough of Bleachingly; and 
heawiinted: to truck is seats at 














WIT) 


J 


that election for some dignity in 
the church. 'There was no such 
thing going just at that time, and 
so he so/d them to the Borough. 
mongers on the inner side. 1 heard 
him say this myself. And he said 
it with as much composure of 
countenance as if he had been 
taking money for his tythes. 
‘There is morality and religion! 
The Botley. parson had his living 
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dus, who was many years after 
that proprietor and éditor of the 
Morning Herald News - paper, 
who was made a Baronet after 
a fong series of villainous pub- 
lications in his paper against 
the Princess of Wales. and who is 
now parson of a pari-h in Essex 
and of a parish in freland, and who 


‘Is also an Archdeacon in Ireland: 
| only stipulating with the Borough. 


given to him. by the Earl of Bris- | mongers that they take care to 


tol; that is to cay, through that 
‘* Noble Lord’s’” interest, as it is | 
called; and the ground of thie | 
wift, as the parson used publicly 
to boast, was his father’s e/ection 
interest in the Borough of Great 





put this pious personage into one 
of the new places for inculcating 
morality and religion and for 
teaching a horror of sedition and 
blasphemy, we will leave the Bo- 
roughmongers to the performance 


Yarmouth. Some get livings in | of their great work of piety and 
puyment of wages as tutors of Bo- | Christian benevolence, not pro- 


roughmongers, or of Borough. | 
mongers’ childrens But the far 
ereater part of the good livings 
are given to their own relations, 
or persons marrying their rela- 
tions. And this being the case, 
who can wonder at ez post facto 
Jaws to protect delinquent par- 
sons! 

Reserving to ourselves the right 
of returning to these matters, 
whenever we shall please to do 
it, and resolving to bear them i 
mind, we may>now, I think, bid 
the parsons adieu for the present, 
and leave the: Boroughmongers to 
go chearly on with the building of 
their new churches; with one sin- 
gle proviso however; that they 
put into one of thesenew churches 
the Revereno Sar Bate Dup- 
wey, Baronet, who began his 





career as a priest by fighting a 


mising, however, that this act of 
penance shall effect their salva- 
tion, for, we shall have, perhaps, 
to remind them, the penitents of 
old paid for their sins out of their 
own pockets, and not out of the 
fruit of other people's labour. 

To pass, all at once, froma to- 
pic of such relish as this to the 
conduct of Bolton FurercHer, 
Justice F LETCHER,Co onel FLET- 


}CHER, may seem to require un- 


common bottom in point of appe- 
tite. Yet, the Colonel is not 
altogether without his relish. Of 
himself he is, to be sure, a very 
insipid thing; but, stuffed with 
the peppery ingredients of White- 
hall, and garnished with the toasts 
of his Club, we shall find him quite 
worthy of being cruck:-d ander the 
tooth of public indignation. This 
man is known no where but ‘in 
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lwaneashire and on. its: borders. 
His matignity, though’great as far 
as it can go, is loeal. 
his name is known his deeds leave 
nothing to be said of his charac- 
ter. Itis, therefore, of a pubdli- 
cation of Ins that b am-now about 
to speak. What I allude to, is, 
a list of toasts, said to have been 
given by this man, as Chairman of 
a Revolution Club, at Manchester, 
on the 4th of November last, 
which was the anniversary of the 
landing of the Prince of Orange, in 
1688. 

If you have read my humble 
Petition to the Honourab/e House, 
drawing a compartson between the 
deeds-of king James the second 
and the deeds of the present day, 
you will want little further to re- 
fresh your memories as to the 
causes of King FWii/liam’s Coming. 
Bat. you wilt wonder. for Ido; 
that awh a man as FLETCHER 
should think proper to commemo- 
rate that Revolution, se-ing that 
one woul! suppose hin to hold 
the very word'in the deepest hor- 
ror. However, let us take those 
of his toasts which are worth no- 
tice; ana here they are. 

© Ou Tuesday last, the principal 
“© Members of the Orange Association 
“in this district commemorated, as 
“usual, that auspicious event—the 
“ Landing of our Third William in 
“this country. They sat down to 
“Sa superb dinner at the Star Inn, 
“ Cocover Fretcurr in’ the Chair, 
“who svpported the situation with 
‘‘his accustomed urbanity and anina- 
“‘ tion, and a long series of festive 
“¢ ehecrfulness reigned, without inter- 
“ ruption, over the patriotic assembly. 
* The following area large portion of 
““the sterling, toasts and sentiments 
°* drank on the occasion :— 

Our revered and venerable King. 

$ His Royal Highwese the Pringe Riu 
‘* gent, and may he always evince the 
‘6 firmness of his revered, Sire, in 


As far as | 


—. 
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“ maintaining the infegrity of the 
** Protestaut Lastitutions. 

“The pride and mainstay of the 
“ Army, his Royal Llighness the 
** Duke of York. 

* The glorions and immortal me+ 
‘© mory of our illustrious Deliverer, 
King William the Third, Prince of 
*¢ Orange, who saved our country 


“ from a relapse te Popery aad ar hi 


$6 trary power. 

* Tie House of Ifsuover, and may 
“they mever forget the principles 
which placed them on the throne oj 
** these realms. 

“The Ministers of the Prince lic- 
gent. 

* The ¢nmortal memory, of | th 
** Right Nou. Spencer Perceval. 

** Gen. Archdall, and our Protest- 
“ant Brethren in lreland. 

“Old England, avd may her do- 
6s mestic enemies be sent to another 
** country. 

© As the laws protect the people, so 
** may the people support the laws. 


. 


“¢ The vury of Derby, and may all 
* Juries give verdicts according to 
evidence. 
“* Reformation to modern Reform- 
“ers, (alias Revolutionist:) and may 
“the people of Wngland ever be able 
“¢o distinguish between thei real 
‘¢ and pretended friends, 

* Our respected townsmen, the 
“late Borouchreeve and Constables 


oA 
. 


1** of Manchester; with our! grateful 
1‘ thanks for the firmness and. pra- 


‘dence manifested by them. in the 
‘‘ discharge of their municipal func. 
tions, and in frustrating the schemes 
“ of the disaffected. 

The Marchester Pitt Club 

“ May the Licentiousness of the 
“© Press speedily be regulated by the 
Legislature. 

Colonel Fletcher, Colonel Tay- 
“lor, James Watkins, ‘Esq. the Ree. 


‘“C. W. Ethelston, Mr. Lioyd,, Mr.. 


‘* Nixon, &c.” 

Now, you will observe, that 
this isa publication by Furtcuer. 
It is something promulgated under 
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his name and authority. “Let us, 
then, see what it is made of. 

‘This landing of “our Third 
William” was called a Revolution; 
while the landing of our First 
William was called a Conquest, 
yet both of them reigned after 
the landing; but, the firs Willian 
put eae: an usurper, and the 
latter a dawful hing ; this, I sup- 
pose it is, Which causes ‘* our’’ 
first William to be called a Con 
queror, and * our” third William 
a Deliverer. Of one thing we are 
very certain, that our third Wil 
liam did not deliver the country 
from Boroughmongers, that great 
est curse that ever afllieted it in 
any age. 

This old haek seems to be a 
sort of * No Popery”’ crier; and 
was, no doubt, one of the agents 
of PercevaL for propagating 
that cry in Lancashire. We shal! 
find his name in the Treasury 
Books one day or other, Pll war- 
rantit. But, what a beast it must 
have been to give a toast about 
** deliverance frou arbilrary power,’ 
when the nation was actually 
under the dungeon and the gag ; 
uader a tyranny, in short, such as 


the Sivurfs never were bold 
enough even to ta’k of! And 
only think of teasting, in such 


a moment, “the priuciplcs that 
* placed the present family on Vee 
‘ divone’! >'That 18° to say, the 
principles, that the people have « 
right to-resist oppresssicn, und to 
turnout their rulers, and to make 
whatever sort of gov ernment they 

please! *For, observe; it must 
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have been done by consent of the 
people, or else the Revolutionists 
were rebels and trailors and usur- 
pers. 

After this Revolution had been 
made, a law was passed autho- 
rizing the pceople.to take arms 
against a king, that is to say, it 
was declared, in effect, that it 
might be lawful so to do. But, 
why against a king only? Why 
not against an Ovaurper, or against 
usurpers 2? Was it new jn the 
world to see people enslaved by a 
band of men? A band of men, 
under the name of a Parliament, 
had killed a King) aud abolished 
the [Louse of Lords. Was it not 
lawful to resist them?...Why not, 
then, any other band of usurpers ? 

This ‘ Glorious Revolution’ 
was'a gross cheat upon’ the’ nas 
tion, as faras the people’s rights 
were concerned. Their rights were 
very little consulted, and, indeed, 
if there had been no Deutch army, 
and the thing had not been done 
in such a hurry, we should not, at 
this day, have to contend for a Re- 
form of the Parliament. This is 
clearly shown by all the histories 
of those times; and so little pleas- 
ed. were the people, when they 
came to have time to think of 
what had been done, that the Fund- 
ing System was set on foot, and it 
was inveuted for the express pure 
pose of binding greal numbers of 
he prople to the government by 
their private interest. ‘This is,sta- 
ted by all the nistortaul, of: that 
day. 1 

The main spring of that Rev O- | 
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‘ 


lution was the Church ; that is to 
say, the properly: of the Church ; 


It was, in short, a Revolution by 
the Aristocgacy, aided by a Datch 


the dizvings and the houses and army, and acquiesced in by the people, 


lanis. If the King, who was 

Catholic, had succeeded in being: 
ing back the Romish Religren, he 
might have taken back all the 
inrmense estates which the Russels 
and others derived from grants by 
the Crown, and which estates 
were formerly the property of 
Abbeys and other Religious Houses 
and Communities Well might 
these gentry cry, that the Church 
was in danger! The people, 
always sincere themselves, and, 
of course, thinking others sincere, 
saw nothing of al}! this at first, 


and: when they began to reflect, 


it was too /ate for rc flection, as they 
soon found to their cost. 


Then, there was much fo gain io the 
seramble. King James never made an 
EFaglish or Trish peer dusing his reign, 
and but two Scotch Peers! He was 
very pradeot and saving in money 
matters. Tis successor, ** ovr Third 
William,” began by réwarding with 
tWles and grants all his principal invi- 
tors. The Earl of Devonshire was 
made a Duke, for having been amongst 
the first to issue a declaration against 
his sovereign, and which he did too, in 
that very county of Derby, where, as 
the news-papers say, and as we will 
remember, his successor has recently 
ordered to quit his farms even the 
RELATIONS of any men concerned 
in the late riots in that county and its 
neighbourhood ! Well said ‘* Glori- 
ous Revolution” Cavenvisn! This 
was manful; and, above all things, | 
humase ‘and just! 








who recollected and very justly de- 


i tested the acts of the Stuarts, particu. 


larly those of Charles the Second ; 
but, in the reigns of none of these 
justly hated Stuarts were the laws of 
personal liberty and safety ever sus. 
pended for one single heur / 

: The Aristocracy, having gotten the 
ascendancy, took measures to keep it. 
Annual parliaments had always been 
the people’s right. They now passed 
an act for dricnnial parliaments ; and, 
soon afterwards, one of these parlia- 
ments, which had been elected for 
three years, passed an act fo compel 
the people to let them sit for four years 
longer, aud to prevent the people 
from choosing new parliaments more 
than 9uce in seven years after those 
four years should be expired! This 
was, the consummation of their Revo- 
lution! Aud this is what they now tell 
us was a ** Glorious” event! 

Ilowever, they could not. get on 
without a systenrof Funding. Why did 
they pass the -sevem yenrs act? Be- 
cause they knowethit the nation hated 
them, and would. have chosen a.new 
sort of House of Commons; for, the 
Boroughs were ‘then free, compared 
to what they are now, and the coun- 
tics , were guile free. . Time was, 
therefore, wanted, in order. to. cor- 
rupt, and such corruption, now began 
as the nation had never dreamt of 
before. Thus has it proceeded, from 
that day to. this, unul it. is beeome, 
what all the world has heard and j¢en, 
and what you and [ have felt... so 





So mueh for *¢ our’ Third Williagn 


and his Revolution. The toast, Wishe. 
| ing us to be brensporte ds that abusi 
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us as ** Revolationists,” when the 
stupid old hack was commemorating 
a Revolution ;\ and that in praise of 
Frercuer’s fellow-tools at Manches- 
ter; these shall pass without forther 
notice.-” But, “the Jury of Derby,’ 
since this hack ‘has held them up. to 
our admiration, will excuse me, if I. 
beg of you all to get correctly the 
names and places of dbode of that 
twelve good men and'true, and to put 
against the name of each, whose tenant 
he is. They were ali farmers; a 
thing that struck me as being very sin- 
gular; to say the least of it. How- 
ever, to oblige them, and assist Fletcher 
in doing them honour, pray let us have 
their names, their places of. abode. aud 
the names of their several Landlords. 


It. was pretty well in the Duke of. 


Devonshire to give his notices to quit 
to all the RELATIONS of men, who 
had had any concern in the riots. 
Bait, if we have the list that £ wish 
for, we shall be able to do justice to 
Fletcher’s design to confer honour 
these twelve men. 

The Pit Club also we want the 
names of, and the particulars of their 
places of abode. Fletcher wants to 
have ‘these youths held in honour. 
Let as know «ho they are, then, and 


‘where they are to be found. ‘They 


may meet, it seems, though their’s is a 
I see 2 notice in Mr. 
Wootrr’s paper about Parne Clubs. 
J hopé they will take’ place, though 
this famous countryman of ours did 
go away out of England to avoid a 
jail after “having exasperated the go- 
vertiment. He was very right in so 
deing ; for, if he had not, the worid 
would have lost some of his best 
writings. To establish Paine Clubs 
we@d be fighting the fellows ct their 


25) Letter Ill. To THE STATE PRISONERS. [726 


own weapons. The Pirr Civuss are 
affiliated, too; and why ‘not . the 
Patne Cisse? But, the main thing 
is, for some good man-to get and keep 
carefully, the, names and places of 
abode of the Membets of any’ Pitt 
Club that he happens to know of ; for, 
these are so many gangs of organized 
conspirators against our liberiies;and 
lives, . 

The last toast that I shall notice is 
tnat about the press. I have men- 
tioned this in my Petition to Parlia, 
ment relative to Cross and Oliver. 
Cross lives at Manchester; Fletcher 
lives close in the neighbourhood. No 
doubt exists in my mind, that Fletcher 
bad been instructed to throw out hints 
of this sort to prepare the way fora 
Censorship ; and, 1 think ‘you ‘will be 
of my opinion. { am by no méans 











certain, that this will mot ‘take piace. 
If I were compelled to bet’ upon.the 
subject, | would bet.on the affirmative.’ 
But, this is no matter. That it wis 
intended is certain ; and, if Cross and 
Fletcher were not actually instructed 
to pave the way for it, all that we can 
say, is, that, like the coprtiers of 
Henry the Second, who murdered 
Thomas a Becket, they knew very 
well what their masters meant and 
what would gratify their wishes. 
With anxious hopes, that none of 
you hayc suffered jn your health from 
your long and cruel imprisonment, and 
that every man of you will live to ob- 
tain coupensation for your sufferings 
dnd to see justice done on. our op- 
pressors, I femain your faithful ene 


Wn. COBBETT. : 


N. B.—I_ haye no news from. Eng- 
land, since the 3d of F ebruary. 





Isend, by the preseat conveyance, 
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the Manuscript of the GRAMMAR, 


mentioned in my second Letter to 


Mr. Benzow, which second letter was: 


published in last October, in England: 
I have directed, that this work may 
be made of a price, that any Soldier, 
Sailor, Apprentice, or Plough - Boy- 
may be able to get it. We will, ina 
year or two, let the insolent wretches 
see, who it really is, that constitutes 
the ** Lower Orders.” 

By the next Packet I shall send the 
Manuscript of a work with the follow- 
ing title. ‘A Year's Residence in 
“the United States of America; 
* giving an account of the climate, 
“ soil, crops, mode of tilling and cul- 
“tivation of the land, price of land, 
“ Jabour, taxes, &c. &c. grounded on 
*¢ actual experience, carefully record- 
“ed, as far as relates ‘to the long- 
* settled populous parts of the United 
“ States.” And’also, “ A compara- 
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“tive view of the advantages and dis- 


“ advantages of settling in these parts || 


“and of settling in the Western 
** Countries, in which view some Re- 
‘© marks will be made on the Notes, 
*¢ Jately: published by Mr. Birkbeck.” 


. This work will be in several Paris, to 


be published separately. 





THE NEWSPAPERS & MR. WOOLER. 


At the Meeting of the Coventry 
Freemen resident in London, on Tues- | 
day, the Oth inst. at the Eagle Tavern, 
City Road, to consider of ,the means of 
promoting the Election of Mr. Cos- 
BETT, the attendance was so great, that 
much the larger part of the company 
could not gain admittance. "One ac- 
count states, that the number of per- 


' gons actually in the room ‘was more 


than a hundred; but this appears a 
very inadequate statement, as the room, 
a very spacious one, was so crowded, 
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and the pressure outside so great, that 
the landlord, in evident, anxiety, de- 
clared that his house was in danger of 
being borne down by the weight of the 
company. Mr. Hont who presided at 
the Meeting, and whose -habit of sure 
veying large assemblies qualifies him to 
judge, calculated the number inside at 
three hundred, and his account is corro- 
borated by thatof Mr Dotny, Book- 
seller, of Wardour street; who esti. 
mated the number in the room at three 
hundred, and the assemblage outside at 
not less than three times that numbe — 
in all about fwe/ve hundred persons. It 
is not pretended that these were all 
Freemen of Coventry, but, allowing one 
spy to every hundred men, ninety-nine- 
hundredths of the whole were, assem- 
bled from motives of respect to Mr. 
Cobbett, and approbation of the object 
of the Meeting. Nevertheless, the cor- 
rupt hirelimgs of the daily press (Mr. 
Editor of the Zimés for one) had’ the 
monstrous impudence to assert, that the 
Meeting consisted of a matter of 
“twelve persons’! thus cunningly sub- 
stituting units for hundreds; making 
no account of the multitude of gond 
men and true, and fraudulently sepre- 
senting the wretched reckoning of their 
own paltry sptinkling of spies as the 
sum total of the Meeting ! 


“W hat is more to be Jamented, though 
perhaps not more extraordinary, is the sys« 
tematic basencss of Mr. WooLER’s con- 
duct towards Mr. Cobbett. The palpable 
lie of the newspaper hirelings, that only 
‘twelve persons” were present, could 
not have deceived Mr. Wooler. He 
knew that the Meeting was very numer- 
ously attended, and enthusiastic and 
unanimous in favour of Mr. Cobbett ; 
and he Knew that a subscription -was 
going on in furtherance of Mr. Cob- 
hett's Election, and that Mr. Bryant 
had announced his intention #f pro- 
ceeding to Coventry, and representing 
Mr. Cobbett on the hustings. With the 
are knowledge ofall these facts Mr. 
‘Wooler most magnanimously marched 
to Coventry, not for the purpose of sup- 
porting Mr. Cobbett’s pretensions, but 
of setting up his own! Mr, Wooler 
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possesses’ considerable: talents and niany 
friends, and’ with proper exertion itis 
mire than probable that he might have 
obtained a seat in, Parliament, when so 
many hundreds of seats are vacant; and 
if ‘his Loye of Country had been’ equal 
to his hatred of Mr. Cobbett, ‘whose 
Talents are so much, superior to his own,, 
“he would have,strove, for any scat rather 





than. ithat which had been solicited by 


Mr: Cobbett. ~Mr.’ Wooler however 
did not so much want to get in, as to 
keep Mr. Cobhett, out. It was nothing 
to obtain a) seat-unless-he could prevent 
Mr. Cobbett from making a similar ac- 
quisition: 
this, but by referring it to the same mo- 
tive, which 
make a dead set at ‘the’ reputation of 
Mr. Cobbett, ‘thie moment the latter was 
fairly out of hearing; ‘or otherwise to 
that implacabie Resentment which Mr, 
Wooler cherishes for, the .chastisement 
whieh © she's has. sinee: teceived; «Mr. 
Wooler’ should recollect, that although 
Mr. Cobbett did, i in: one or two of his 
Registers, severely castigate. him, he so 
acted 


There is no accounting for 


in his own defence ; 


‘ 4 
; 


AnD Mr. Woo .er. 
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Wooler himself first commenced! /hos- 
tilities, and not in the most honoutabic 
manner; andy as is very clear from! Mr, 


Cobbett’s reply, and Mr. Wooler’s lame 


attempts: at rejoinder, without any ,Just's 
cause. . 
E donot kiow, that this attempt ‘at’ 


Coventry was’ wantiug, | to -copfirm 
all, thate Mri! Cobbett + has +, said . of 
Mees’: Wooler, but ; it ) does’ ..confirm 





‘impelled ‘Mr. Wooler to | 


it, and leaves nota shadow. of. doubt 


‘that ‘the feelings'-of Mr... Wooler to- 


wards Mr. Cobbett, are thope of, ‘* envy; 
malice; and, all uncharitableness.”, To 
this’ may fairly be added that the man+ 
nerin which Mr. Wooler, on his arrival 
at Coventry, so’ suddenly..dectined,, im 
favour of Mr. Exxas; is;worthy, of that 


_in, which, be, attempted to, oppose ;Mrs 


' Cobbett. 


ee eer 





‘that Mr. . 


Mr. Eis is a gentleman, of, 
great’ wealth)(as .Mr., Wooler has prey 
hably ascertained) and, a Very) rhonours 
able. man as a merchant 5 but, as, a Ren 


former, he .is,.as. Mr. Wooler, cannot be 


ignorant, @ very moderate one. at most 5. 

in short, nearly such, another as Mt« 
ButTTeRworru.. » at: cemeieee aa 
y June 18, 18b8. ; 1 i - Wy, 
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